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66.    You  will   also  acquaint  us,  from  time  to   time,  what  is   the
price of salt  to  the  retail merchants  and  consumer  in various  towns
or aurungs in Bengal and Bahar.    We approve the measures you adapted
for disposing of 340480 maunds, as mentioned in your letter of Novem-
ber  25th   1780,   paragraph  28,   and   the  medium  price  of   161   rupees
per 100 maunds fixed for the salt of 1781/2 does not appear to us in
any respect unreasonable.
67.    We recommend it to your consideration whether the export of
salt might not be encouraged and encreased to those countries, lying
to the northward of Bahar, where rock salt brought from a great distance
principally   supplies   the  consumption.    If   the   trade  to   that   part   of
Hindostan could be promoted in the article of salt, even by allowing a
considerable draw-back of the duty at the Patna Custom House, important
advantages must unavoidably result to the Company's interest.
68.    We understand likewise that a very beneficial trade in this article
might be prosecuted within the kingdom of Assam for which returns
might be made in gold dust and other articles.   We wish as much as
possible to open this channel.   If the export trade of salt from our own
provinces could be increased we conceive that it would not be difficult
in a flat sea coast of such extent as that which lies between Balasore and
Chittagong to increase the manufacture so as fully to keep pace with the
exportation.
Customs
69.    The reductions you have made in the Customs, so far as they
go, appear to us commendable but they fall short of our orders of the
nth of April last, respecting the retrenchments in this department, by
which you will perceive that the Board of Customs was to be entirely
abolished, the allowances to the collectors reduced to their amount in
1776, and the whole charge of collecting the Government customs to be
defrayed from the sum of 72 lacks of sicca rupees for the charges of the
Revenue Department.
70.    We therefore refer you to our former orders on this subject
and positively direct that they be adhered to without the least deviation.
Committee of Grain
71.    The establishment of the Committee of Grain we considered
among the other  temporary  appointments  which  were  to cease  when
their objects  were  obtained,   and  we   accordingly  directed   that   every
such establishment made in consequence of the war or otherwise should
be entirely reduced, but as you seem convinced that good consequences
may result from a partial continuance of this committee we yi-eld in this
instance to your reasoning on the subject, and acquiesce in your Resolu-
tion   thereon   but   we   expect  that   the  expense   be   regulated  by   the
strictest economy.